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Most threatening enemy 
of PAD intervention 



Debulking Atherectomy 
    orbital, laser, or directional 

Decrease calcium burden  
Lessen focal dissection 



Case presentation 

52 y/o male 

ESRD s/p HD for 10 years and kidney transplant 

Left PAD s/p iliac stent & F-P bypass 2 years ago 

R’t leg ulcer for months  

ABI: 0.63/0.8 
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Endovascular thrombectomy 

distal embolism after atherectomy 
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Retrospective analysis, include 10875 p’ts from 2010~2014 



Distal embolism during intervention 

Overall incidence: 1.36~1.87% 

 

Incidence in Atherectomy: 4.3~5.1% 

 

Risk factor: younger, not taking aspirin or statin, 
CLI,  TASC C&D, atherectomy, more BTK 
intervention  



Patient selection and Beware of risk factors  

Aggressive thrombectomy 

Conclusion  
Always filter protection 

Avoid distal embolism  during atherectomy 



Conclusion 

Thanks for your attention! 

Patient selection and Beware of risk factors  

Aggressive thrombectomy 

Always filter protection 


